
SMSC Statement – Drama 
The Drama department contribute to pupils SMSC development by: 

Spiritual development 

Students are encouraged to explore their own feelings and to find meaning to a wide variety of 
subject matter and stimulus materials. At Key Stage 3 students cover issues such as bullying and 
cyber-bullying, eating disorders, teenage crime, homelessness and focus on seeing the issues 
from a range of perspectives to develop their compassion and empathy for others. At Key Stage 
4 students interrogate and create from a wide range of challenging stimulus materials. Issues 
covered in the work from these stimulus force students to interrogate their own beliefs and 
understand other perspectives. For example; students with strong anti-war beliefs could be 
asked as part of a hot-seating activity to represent a politician campaigning for war. Students 
complete evaluative reflection logs of their work which demonstrates their willingness to reflect. 
Student feedback and lesson observations show students enjoyment of the use of imagination 
and creativity in their learning. 

Moral development 

As part of the curriculum students at both key stages are regularly given the opportunity and the 
motivation to investigate and offer reasons about moral and ethical issues. At Key Stage 3 
students study Mark Wheeller’s ‘Hard to Swallow’ dealing with peer pressure as well as eating 
disorders and mental health. They undergo an extensive character development unit of work 
looking at possible motivations for peer pressure and not doing the right thing before completing 
a series of activities designed to educate on how to act the right way in situations.  This is 
further developed at Key Stage 4 where students’ individual investigative study of characters 
from given circumstances and scripts require them to extend their understanding of the 
circumstances, rights and choices of others. We also stage a production each year managed by 
students that is always based around a moral issue chosen by the students. In previous years 
they have explore alcohol abuse, peer pressure, bullying, eating disorders and car theft. 

Social development 

Students are encouraged to develop empathy through themed collaborative work which requires 
them to look at a variety of different lifestyles and circumstances from a range of viewpoints. 
Students are given opportunity to reflect on the perspective of others both through the work that 
they encounter and in the strong teamwork ethos of the department. Student groups are 



alternated regularly to ensure all students work with all other students within the classes 
regardless of race, religion, background, gender or sexuality. 

Across both key stages students work collaboratively building their teamwork and cooperative 
skills and ability to problem solve with others. Students work in a variety of groupings and all 
students are respectful of others’ opinions as part of their success criteria. There is a strong 
mutual respect between students across the department based on a shared desire for success 
within drama and beyond. 

Cultural development 

Across both key stages students interact with a number of poetic and artistic texts to act as 
stimulus for their work e.g. War poetry, work from Carol Ann Duffy. Literary heritage is shared 
through the study of Shakespeare at Key Stage 3. Artistic heritage is shared through numerous 
theatre trips, visits and work with professional artists offered across the year. 

There is strong participation in school performances from pupils across all year groups. Drama 
clubs run for every year group with committed attendance by students to a weekly drama club. 
A large number of Key Stage 4 students participate in productions, run their own theatre 
company and take part in a large number of performances that take place within the city. 
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